
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orsett Heath Academy  
History Department Curriculum Journey 

When you reach year 7, The National Curriculum for History aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day  

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity and difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, 
analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations 
of the past have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts 

The intent of the curriculum: Our history curriculum helps pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and 

that of the wider world. It aims inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Pupils are equipped to ask perceptive questions, 

think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. Our curriculum  helps pupils to understand 

the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as 

their own identity and the challenges of their time. Our curriculum prioritises students grappling with real historical scholarship, so 

they can participate in the best of what is currently being thought and said within our discipline.  
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These are the fundamental concepts that organise all historical thinking. You would have started to form 

these skills in KS2. These concepts form the ‘golden threads’ of our KS3/KS4 curriculum.   

 

Superpower relations and 

the Cold War, 1941-91 

 

 

 

Early Elizabethan England, 

1558-1588 

 

 

 

Medicine in Britain, 1250-present  

 

 

 

 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-

1939 
 

 

 

What can sources 
reveal to us 
about migration 
to the British 
Isles over the last 
1000 years? 

 

Did the Normans 
really bring a 
‘truckload of 

trouble? 

 
 

Causation 

 

Change and 

Continuity 

 

Significance 

 

Similarity and 

Difference 

 

Interpretations 

 

How did the 
power of 
medieval 
monarchs 

change 1154-
1399? 

 
 

How does 
Whitfield use 
artefacts to 

write her history 
of the silk 

roads? 

 
 

Why was Roper 
so wrong about 

pre-colonial 
African 
history? 

 

In what ways did 
the Reformation 
matter to 
ordinary people? 

 

Why did the 
English Civil War 
turn the world 
upside down? 

 
 

Why was there a 
witch craze in 
17th century 

Essex? 

 
 

Money or Morals? 
What part did 

economic factors 
play in the 
abolition of 

slavery? 

 
 

To whom was 
the industrial 

revolution 
‘Liberty’s 
Dawn’? 

 

How did the 
British Empire 
shape Britain? 

 

What can sources 
reveal to us 
about the lived 
experiences of 
WWI? 

 

What do the 
stories of often 

forgotten armies 
reveal to us 
about the 

Western Front? 

 
 

How radical 
were the 

changes in 
British politics 

from 1800-
1928? 

 
 

How and 
why did the 
Holocaust 
happen? 

 
 

Why do 
historians have 
different views 
of the Suffrage 

movement? 

 

What have 
been the key 
turning points 
in the struggle 
for Civil Rights 

in the UK? 

 

 

Half Term 4/5 -

Recap and 

Revision 

 


